FEW PEOPLE TAKE THE TIME TO GET TO KNOWTHE
REAL CHARMS OF PALMA... AND THAT'S THEIR LOSS
BYADRIAANEPIELOU

ow come that in
all my visits to

It s stunning 2nd has such
interesting places to stay. The

Matiorca —at architecture is exhilarating. The
|east haif 3 reslaurants are terrific and the

dozen over the' | shops good, whather at the chic
years ='d | level, orra large scale — there's a

greal Cortes Inglés, the Spanish
clepartrent store — or at the
nelghbourhood level, | ipved the

rrissed one af the most beautiful
cities in Spain?
On previous wisits o the islar

I'el stayad in Defa —the hill village | pet shop arcund Lhe corner Trom
arid artist cEmTTha | Claetis MW my hotel, far instance, full of
writer and poet Robert Graves 8l jaundiced looking parrots (as in
rmivied o on the proceeds of his the sarcastic attitude, not the
First Weorld War remair Goodine | liness), beadily evelng up the

to Al That —at the very de e
Residencia. I'd stayed in Pallensa,
Bath in the intand town and at the
old Il &'Or in Part de Pollenta,
the lovely eld-fashioned resart
{hat grew up an the coask the
waay all resarts bave on the sland,
the exiginal villaoes all Being bl
irdand, safely away from pirates.
BUE for some reason 1'd niever
spent time in the Bland's capital,
Falma. This visit, | couldn't bellewe
what I'd missad,

customers buying bird Tood,

and | adored my hokal, the
1 Tthcentury Convent de la'Missio
{0034 FT1 227 347, www.
conventdelamissio.com),

Sel up inwhat Lsed to be one
of the many Convents that dotted
Falrma, In'a back street aboot
three minutes” walk from the
opera house with the main strest,
Jaierwe [, in ome direction, and
pedestrian shopplng strests and
the huge indoor food markat in

[He other, the 14-room new hotel
| s awanderful mix ol the chic angd

The dowr-torearth, Its nepghbours,
farinstance. are & Mook of Mats
whose balcomes are presented fo
oLl wihan you oo up to the roof
terrace, like an opensair soap
opera The roams an the ather
hand are minimalistically spare,
& big open space with a white-
canopied Bed and (Broe bathroom,
ir my case, And the food is
fruly sensational

| lhad roormn serwce-from the
Fefector the evening | was there,
because |'d arrlve late and falt
tired, and so | had the blsstul
expariance of sithing upin bed
watching Spanish TV, munching
iy way throwgh the most
mouthwatering plateful of
caramelsed lamb, foflowed by
Wwarm banana crunch with almond
soup and citrus jedly

Mexl marning, | had breakdast in
Ihe Refector, sitting In cool gloom
while looking out onto the sunmy
courtydrd decorated with alame
potted paim and artistically posed
cacth, Lunch | noted was £55,
about £40, for five courses, Whal
a briltiant fing, and not overly
expensive, either, at £2304 night,
Mext door, the 19tH-century:
[exckineg ol Hotel Ca Sa Fadring,

U 1\ though, chafges JOsrE [0 Tor a

\rooim (0034 971 425 300

R

wiwiw, hiptelcasapadiina.com)

Fired with enthiasiasm, | went o
hawve a lodk &t four other hotsls,
First was the Heitel Tres (0034
97177 333 www holeltres,
com) in A side strogt just opposite
tha cathedral.

| lked] the courtyard bar here:
shaded by & tall palm. but-the
plece ge resisfance was the
ronftop terrace with plungs poal
fromm which you could see the
whiole city spread about vou,

Across the read, | noticed a sign
for the Hostal Ritzi (0034 971
T 14 &5 10 wwwlhostalritzicom),
and went upstairs to haye a look,
It had battered old sofas in (he
salon, old posters on the walls of
the dining raorm, and & friendly,
shgfithy down-al-hee| owner.

“There used tobe =0 many
places ke this in Palfma Bot | Lhink
we're the anly one remaining,”
sa said.

Al the roorms were occupied, so
| couldt see any, but at about
Ea)a nlght = around £46 = 1 think
Yol could afford to book one
unset. Cambing & cheap fiioht
with & stay there and vou cauld
have a bargain weekenid.

A street away, the 23-1oom
Puro (00 3497 1 425 450
wiww purohotelcom) was looking
very cool, its Bar - Just inside the

| entrance = nolsy With Spanish



